
Annual
Repo̥͔

ӪӨӪӪ

դ233(0) 30 397 0514
www.youthadvocatesghana.org
youthadvocatesghana@gmail.com



O̥ganiΩa͔ion
Backg̥oͣnd and S͔a͔ͣ̓
Youth Advocates Ghana (YAG) is a nationally
recognized youth-led and youth-driven non-political
non-governmental organisation (NGO) headquartered
in Nsawam municipality in the Eastern Region of
Ghana. YAG was formed out of the need to meet the
challenges confronting children with respect to sexual
abuse and its related consequences. It did so through
awareness creation sessions and training program and
counselling for affected children, their parents and
communities. For the past 10 years, YAG has scaled up
its programs and activities to cover domains like
education (scholarship for children), and health (sexual
and reproductive health) and peacebuilding and
governance. It has also expanded the target scope
from the children to the youth, noting the challenges
that especially confront the adolescent and young
girls. YAG has gained experience and credibility in
these areas of program implementation and have
extended this to the international arena, currently
accredited to International Youth Federation and serve
as the Secretariat for African Youth SDGs Summit).
YAG obtained legal status in 2011, and it is registered
with the Registrar General’s Department (Registration
No. CG 000722012) and with the Department of Social
Welfare (Registration No. D.S.W./5450). 

The strategies and operations of YAG is shaped, guided and influenced by its vision
and mission as well as core values.

Who We Ḁe

YOUTH ADVOCATES GHANA ANNUAL REPORT 2022



YOUTH ADVOCATES GHANA ANNUAL REPORT 2022

O̥ͣ
Vi̓ion

O̥ͣ
Mi̓̓ion

The vision of YAG is to see a “society
where children and youth influence
decisions that affect their lives, enjoy
their rights, and assume their
responsibilities as full citizens.”

In΄e͔̓iga͔ing barriers to access of the youth to
services and information that affect their
development. This will include making evidence-
based arguments for improvement of the
decentralized delivery of those servicesՕ

The mission of YAG is to “transform the lives of children and
youth by improving access to information and enhance
participation in sexual and reproductive health, education and
livelihood programmes.” 

The mission is driven by the following IDD ApproachՓ

ө

Deepening existing partnership relations whilst at
the same time defining and developing new
alliances and partnership to achieve the mission.
The choice of new partners will be determined by
the context (extent of marginalization), type of
interventions planned (advocacy vs. service
delivery or type of expertise neededՕ

Ӫ

Demon͔̥̓a͔ing and stimulating ways of scaling up
the delivery of sustainable and equitable services
focusing on the adolescent and youth especially
the excluded and marginalised girls.

Ӭ



Co̥e Valͣe̓
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E΄idenceԫBa̓edՓ We seek to
build our programmes, policy and
advocacy on evidence-based
approaches and emerging best
practices that produce
sustainable outcomes.

Yo͔ͣhԫD̥i΄enՓ We believe in the
power and potential of young
people. We believe that the
concerns and challenges of
young people can best be
addressed by and through them.

The folloΈing Co̥e Valͣe̓ ͣnde̥pin
YAGԾ̓ p̥og̥ammingՓ

Coope̥a͔ionԧPḁ͔ne̥̓hipՓ We
believe that we are citizens of the
global community and we can
achieve much when we share
ideas, exchange information and
work together, hence our slogan
“One Voice, One World”.

TeamΈo̥kՓ Providing internal
support to one another, working
co-operatively, respecting one
another’s views and making our
work environment fun and
enjoyable.



YAG S͔̥a͔egic Goal̓ ԕSG̓Ԗ
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Provide educational and skill
(enterprise-based) support for the
development of vulnerable children
and youth.

Strengthen the organization’s
capacity to effectively and
efficiently plan and  implement
programs and projects

YAG, valuing partnership, has
strategic affiliations and
membership with diverse national
and international networks, and its
dedicated work has led to national
and global recognition.

Enable the youth/young people to
make informed decisions about their
sexual and reproductive health and
ensure that their human rights are
respected, protected and fulfilled.

Empower young people to
participate and hold duty-bearers
accountable to ensure equitable and
sustainable services for children and
youth.

SGө

SGӪ

SGӬ

SGӭ

Affilia͔ionՏ
Membe̥̓hip and
Recogni͔ion̓ 
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չ      Member of the CSOs  
       Platform on SDGs Ghana
չ      Co-convener for the Youth 
       Sub-platform on SDGsՐ

չ      Secretariat for the 2030
Youth Alliance for AfricaՏ
(Regional body for the
mobilization and participation of
youth on the SDGs in Africa)Ր 

չ      Special Consultative Status 
       with UN ECOSOC
չ      Member of UNDP 16X16 
       Youth Initiative
չ      Decent Job for YouthՕ Delta 
       8Ր7 Alliance
չ      UN Major Group for Children 
       and Young People

Na͔ional

Global

Regional
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CHAPTER Ӫ

S͔̥a͔egic Goal өՓ
O̥ganiΩa͔ion
Backg̥oͣnd and S͔a͔ͣ̓

De̓ign of a Yo͔ͣh
AgencΖ Leḁning Hͣb

YAG as a youth-led and youth-driven organizationՏ
works to ensure young peopleԾs capacity are built to
enable them make informed decisions on SRHRՐ In this
regardՏ the organization builds new and strengthen old
systems that will grant young people the right
education on their sexual and reproductive health
rightsՐ Throughout the yearՏ YAG together with
partners jointly implemented activities which will
ensure this strategic goal of the organization is metՐ

Youth Advocates Ghana believes that knowledgeable
and skillful youth can effectively make informed
decisions on choices affecting their livesՏ and also hold
themselves and duty bearers accountableՐ To achieve
thisՏ YAG through a co-creation process assessed the
learning needs of  with young people to design the
concept and operationalization of Youth Agency
Learning Hub (YALH)Ր The consultation and design
process started in 2021Տ and finalized in 2022Ր The
consultation process involved 15 youth groups and
networksՏ and 10 civil society organizations in across
GhanaՐ  This YALHՏ part of YAGԾs Youth Engagement
StrategyՏ aims at eliminating adult influence in youth
learning spaces and engendering innovation with
youthful energies to promote issues of interest for
youthՐ 
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This workshop was part of YAG
efforts to enable young people lead
advocacy on SRHR issues in their
respective communitiesՏ districtsՏ
regionsՐ The youth advocates were
taken through practices and
simulation process that deepen their
understanding in meaningful and
inclusive youth participationՕ youth-
adult PartnershipՕ Group formation
and small team managementՕ peer to
peer education and learningՕ tools
for decision making (agencyՏ voice
and empowerment)Օ media and
community engagementՕ advocacy
strategies (types and levels) and
tactics (tool and approaches)Օ
community action plansՏ and public
policy making process and analysisՐ
Youth Advocates in consultation
with their youth groups communities
developed action plans to address
SRHR issues facing their
communitiesՐ

This capacity strengthening workshop
improved the capacity of youth advocates
from 9 youth group and networks with
4000դ membership base from the NorthernՏ
North EastՏ SavannahՏ and Upper East
regions of GhanaՐ These youth groups and
networksՏ mostly female led include Young
Urban Women MovementՏ Sawla Model
GirlsՏ Kpandai Model GirlsՏ Sangbana Girls
ClusterՏ and Neutral ParliamentՐ The 3-day
workshop carried out in TamaleՏ the capital
of Northern regionՏ was attended by 16
youth advocates from June 6-8Տ 2022Ր

This strengthens the capacity of young people to make
with whom we work will feel ownership of the tools
and methods used and will be able to strengthen their
skills to use the products for their lobby and advocacy
agendaՐ The YALH manual contains learning needs of
young peopleՏ and learning content centered on
harmful norms practices against young people in
communitiesՕ sexual and reproductive health education
and servicesՕ youth empowerment and activismՕ
advocacy and influencing social normsՏ practices and
policiesՕ media engagementՕ digital and problem
solving skillsՕ project managementՕ entrepreneurshipՕ
social media marketingՕ grant writingՏ applying for
fundingՕ law and human rightsՏ and psychology and
mental health issues

Ca̛aci͔Ζ
S͔̥eng͔hening of
Yo͔ͣh Ad΄oca͔e̓ in
SRHR and PolicΖ
Inflͣencing P̥oce̓̓
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YAG as a youth-led and youth-driven organizationՏ works to ensure young people are
empowered to participate in decision making and hold duty-bearers accountableՐ In
this regardՏ the organization builds and strengthens systems that will grant young
people the right education to be empoweredՏ resilient and more well-vested to hold
duty-bearers accountableՐ Throughout the yearՏ YAG together with partners jointly
implemented activities which will ensure this strategic goal of the organization is metՐ

Youth Advocates Ghana selected
its first cohort of one its flagship
programsՏ YAG FellowshipՐ This is
in line with strategic objective to
ՂStrengthen the capacity of young
people to enable them effectively
participate and engage in policy-

making processes and implementation of
programsՐՃ As part of preparations to
improve their policy influencing journeyՏ a
capacity strengthening workshop on
policy influencing was organizedՐ The
workshop took place in the Maple Leaf
Hotel in AchimotaՏ AccraՏ from June 16-
17Տ 2022Ր The participants were mainly 12 

CHAPTER Ӭ

S͔̥a͔egic Goal ӪՓ 
Em̛oΈe̥ing Ζoͣng ̛eơle ͔o
̛ḁ͔ici̛a͔e in deci̓ion making and
hold d͔ͣΖԫbeḁe̥̓ accoͣn͔able 

In͔̥odͣc͔ion

Ca̛aci͔Ζ
͔̥̓eng͔hening of
YAG FelloΈ̓ on
PolicΖ
Inflͣencing
P̥oce̓̓
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YAG Fellows drawn from the AshantiՏ CentralՏ Greater AccraՏ NorthernՏ Upper East
and Upper West regions of GhanaՐ
The training sought to expose YAG fellows to various frameworksՏ tools and
approaches such as meaningful and inclusive youth participationՏ and youth-adult
partnership used in the policy influencing processՐ This activity mainly focused on
technical and legal frameworks on sexual and reproductive space in GhanaՐ
Additionally included digital advocacyՏ communication and public speaking skillsՐ See
Box 1 for learning from YAG Fellows are some improved outcomes on YAG Fellows

FirstՏ I was taught about safeguarding policies and
meaningful youth engagementՐ SecondՏ alsoՏ I
learned the distinction between youth participation
and engagement and the need to involve the youth
in issues impacting them as early as problem
identificationՐ FinallyՏ this session demonstrated
unequivocally how policies and initiatives impacting
youth are implemented without youth engagement
despite evidence of youth participationՐ This
portion was quite intriguing to meՐ

After the two-day workshopՏ I must say that I have
learned and unlearned so must which is going to
help me be a better advocateՐ I learned the
difference between an advocate and an activistՐ All
this while I thought I was an advocate cause thatԾs
what I thought I was doing but after the sessionՏ I
realized that I was an activist

I was taken through a stakeholder
mapping and it broaden my knowledge
on which institutions to reach out to on
specific issues or topicsՐ

In commemoration of the International
Youth Day the National Youth Authority
of Ghana organized the 1st Annual Youth
Conference and National Youth Policy
Launch at the Anagkazo Campus at
Akwapem-Mampong in the Eastern
region of Ghana from August 10-12Տ 2022Ր
The 2-day activity drew youth groups
and networks consisting of 500 Ghanaian
youth across Ghana including four YAG
fellowsՐ 

YAG FelloΈ̓
Engage in
GhanaԾ̓ Na͔ional
Yo͔ͣh PolicΖ
Laͣnch

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-VQx64TEAoZB6lqnr7m1xbEom6PcZ597/view?usp=sharing
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The activity consisted of policy dialogue where there was a presentation by the head
of policyՏ monitoring and evaluation at the Ministry and Youth and Sports and plenary
on issues covered in the policy set to be implemented from 2022-2032Ր On the
Second dayՏ the new policy was launched by the President of GhanaՏ His Excellency
Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-AddoՐ The policy will highlight the current state of young
people in Ghana and the pressing challenges hindering youth developmentՐ It also
provides guidelines for all stakeholders involved in the implementation of policiesՏ
programs and projects across sectors for the attainment of positive youth
development outcomesՐ YAG collaborated with the National Youth Authority to host a
side event which focused on using social media to create awareness for the youth
policy and conferenceՐ The National Youth Conference was a crucial state event
where key state actors including the president and state ministries converged to
discuss key issues confronting young peopleՐ This provides a unique opportunity to
interact with important state actors who are usually inaccessible and unavailableՐ A
post-event discussion (39Փ10 - 45Փ35) was held for the YAG Fellows to share
perspectives on the newly launched policyՐThe outcome of the activity includes
increased participation of YAG Fellows in national dialogues to share their voice on
the policies that directly affect themՐ

YAG has one of its strategic objectives to
ՂFacilitate the implementation of the Voluntary
National Review (VNR) processՐՃ In line with thatՏ
YAG has pioneered a youth-focused Voluntary
National Review process to produce the ՂGhana’s
Youth SDGs Report 2022ՐՃ This report captures
youth-led and youth-driven innovative SDG-related
interventionsՏ and assess overall implementation
and impact of SDGs on youthՏ and document
strategies youth groups and organization are
adopting to build back from COVID-19Ր To achieve
thisՏ YAGՏ held a stakeholder consultation
workshop to draw practical ways young people are
affected by ՂLeaving no one behindՃ principleՏ and
share opportunities and challenges in building back
from the COVID-19- pandemicՐ The workshop was
attended by 43 youth leaders representing youth
groups and networks across Ghana at the Volta
Serene Hotel in Ho on June 10Տ 2022Ր The inputs
from this Stakeholder Consultative Workshop were
adopted into Ghana’s Youth SDG Report 2022Տ
amplifying the voice and concerns of the Ghanaian
youthՐ

YAG h˧ʳd̓
S͔aʫeh˧ʳde̥
C˧˗̓ͣʳ͔a͔i΄e
W˧̥ʫ̓h˧̛ f˧̥
Y˧͔ͣhԫʳed
O̥ga˗iΩa͔i˧˗̓
f˧̥ Gha˗aԾ̓
Y˧͔ͣh SDG̓
Re̛˧̥͔ ӪӨӪӪ

https://www.facebook.com/YAGTVGH/videos/567213928430148/?sfnsn=mo
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One the of the key objectives of the YAG
Fellowship program is to ՂEnhance the
knowledge and awareness of the youth on
nationalՏ regional and global law and policy
making processesՐՃ The exposure
engagement gave the YAG Fellows the
opportunity to meet and have meaningful
engagement with national law makersՐ This
created space for YAG Fellows to ask
curious questions about issues and
processes in the law-making process with
the aim of bringing them closer to decision
making and improving their self-confidenceՐ
The activity was implemented at the
Coconut Grove Hotel in Accra on August 3Տ
2022Ր The participants consisted of a total
of 13 parliamentarians from the Young
Parliamentarian ForumՏ Gender and Health
CommitteeՏ Population and Development
Committee of the Ghanaian parliamentՐ
Among the parliamentarians was the
youngest parliamentarian in GhanaՏ
Francisca OtengՏ who called on youth to be
more active in development and politics of
GhanaՐ See Box 2 for what other
parliamentarians’ thoughts with the
Ghanaian youthՓ

YAG Feʳʳ˧Έ̓
E˗gage Έi͔h
Pḁʳiaːe˗͔ḁia˗̓
˧f Gha˗a

Member of Parliament for Shai-OsudukuՏ Li˗da
AʫΈeʳeΖ Ocʳ˧˧Տ highlighted that it was important to
make policies that would help the young
adolescent build on their capacities and also
strengthen women to take up roles in the
community to enable them position themselves as
virtuous and empowered womenՐ

Th˧ːa̓ NΖḁʫ˧ Aː̛eːՏ Member of Parliament for
Asuogyaman constituency appealed to the
Ghanaian youth to continually exhibit good traits in
their capacities and also mentioned that we should
take steps to amend the law to enable the youth to
assume certain leadership positions due to age
restrictionsՐ

Abed Ba˗diːՏ Member of Parliament for
Bunkpurugu bemoaned that most youth are not
able to articulate what they lack to policy makers
and politicians because they lack the courage to
fight for what belongs to themՐ
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In our efforts to provide educational and
skill support for the development of
vulnerable children and youngՏ we
undertook the following activities which
have been explained in the subsequent
sections in this reportՐ

YAG’s strategic objectives include
establishing youth/adolescent
networks/platforms in schools and
communities for sexual health and
reproductive education to realize their
sexual and reproductive rightsՐ As part of
the Youth for Health projectՏ which aims to
expand life-changing access to adolescent
sexual and reproductive health care in 

GhanaՏ YAG organized a capacity
strengthening workshop School
Health Education Program (SHEP)
Coordinators from Ghana Education
ServiceՏ and Adolescent Health
Focal Persons (AHFP) from Ghana
Health ServiceՐ The purpose of the
workshop was to strengthen the
capacity of the SHEP Coordinators
and AHFP was to improve the
knowledge and skills in delivery and
monitoring reproductive health
education as well as managing
adolescent health clubs in- and out-
of schoolsՐ The workshop was
attended by SHEP and AHFP
regional and district level officers
from 6 district in the Northern and
Upper East regionsՏ including
Nanumba NorthՏ Nanton and
SabobaՕ BinduriՏ Bongo and
Bolgatanga EastՐ The activity was
held at Hotel Mariam in Tamale
from December 13-14Տ 2022Ր The
SHEP and AHFP be working
together to strengthen the
adolescent health clubs to ensure
delivery of reproductive health
education and services in selected
schools and communitiesՐ 

S͔̥a͔egic G˧aʳ ӬՓ
P̥˧΄ide edͣca͔i˧˗aʳ a˗d ̓ʫiʳʳ ̛̛̓ͣ˧̥͔
f˧̥ ͔he de΄eʳ˧̛ːe˗͔ ˧f ΄ͣʳ˗e̥abʳe
chiʳd̥e˗ a˗d Ζ˧͔ͣhՐ

Ca̛aci͔Ζ
S͔̥e˗g͔he˗i˗g ˧f
Sch˧˧ʳ Heaʳ͔h
Edͣca͔i˧˗ P̥˧g̥aː
ԕSHEPԖ
C˧˧̥di˗a͔˧̥̓

I˗͔̥˧dͣc͔i˧˗

CHAPTER ӭ



CHAPTER Ӯ
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S͔̥a͔egic G˧aʳ ӭՓ 
S͔̥e˗g͔he˗ ͔he ˧̥ga˗iΩa͔i˧˗Ծ̓
ca̛aci͔Ζ ͔˧ effec͔i΄eʳΖ a˗d
efficie˗͔ʳΖ ̛ʳa˗ a˗d iː̛ʳeːe˗͔
ac͔i΄i͔ie̓Տ ̛̥˧jec͔̓ a˗d ̛̥˧g̥aː̓Ր

S͔aff T̥ai˗i˗g ˧˗
A˗͔iԫF̥aͣdՏ VCATՏ
a˗d Safegͣḁdi˗g 

Capacity strengthening is a key pillar in
efforts to efficiently and effectively plan and
implement activitiesՏ projects and programsՐ
Hence the organization (staffՏ boardՏ
volunteersՏ etcՐ) have been trained to
enable them work to have efficient resultsՐ 

The management and staff of YAG went
through capacity strengthening workshop
on anti-fraudՏ value clarification and
attitude transformationՏ and safeguardingՐ
This refresher training is key given that
YAG’s operations revolve around
procurement of goods and servicesՏ and
engaging young peopleՏ especially girls and
women on sexual and reproductive health
and rightsՐ The training improves
management and staff knowledgeՏ capacity
and awareness in working with partners 

across all levels to ensure
individuals and properties are
protectedՐ The training took place
at Marie Stopes Headquarters in
AccraՏ Ghana from August 15-17Տ
2022Ր 

I˗͔̥˧dͣc͔i˧˗
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S͔aff ge͔̓ ͔̥ai˗i˗g
˧˗ Ge˗de̥

T̥a˗̓f˧̥ːa͔i΄e
Ḁ̛̛˧ache̓ 

 

M˧˗i͔˧̥i˗g a˗d
E΄aʳͣa͔i˧˗ Lead
͔̥ai˗ed a͔
U˗i΄e̥̓i͔Ζ ˧f
Wa̓hi˗g͔˧˗

The programs and communication team of
YAG underwent a capacity strengthening to
adopt and integrate Gender Transformative
Approaches (GTA) into programming and
advocacy using the socio-ecological modelՏ
and the six principles of GTAՐ The learnings
from this workshop have sharpened YAG’s
critical examination of human rights-based
approachՕ power dynamicsՕ gender and
diversityՕ norms and valuesՕ empower girls
and womenՏ and engage men and boys
regarding activities and strategiesՐ The
workshop was held at Nim Avenue Hotel in
TamaleՏ Ghana from November 15-18Տ 2022Ր

As part of strengthening the monitoring
and evaluation unit of YAGՏ the Planning
Monitoring and Evaluation Lead got
enrolled to study Monitoring and Evaluation
in Global Health at the University of
WashingtonՏ United StatesՐ The 4-month
long course covered topics such as
program monitoring and evaluationՕ
evaluation methodsՕ setting and
participants’ selectionՕ data collectionՏ
analysisՏ visualizationՏ and disseminationՏ
and ethics in monitoring and evaluationՐ
This training has shaped and integrated the
operations of the monitoring and evaluation
at all levels of programming in the
organizationՐ

I˗͔̥˧dͣc͔i˧˗
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YAG i˗͔̥˧dͣce̓
̡ͣḁ͔e̥lΖ

˗eΈ̓le͔͔e̥̓ i˗
ӪӨӪӪ

 As part of YAG commitment to keep
partners and stakeholders updated on
happenings within the organization, and
ensure accountability, YAG has
introduced a quarterly newsletterՐ The
purpose of this publication is to share
emerging issues, success storiesՕ
updates on project, and participation in
policy influencing spacesՐ This
newsletter, led by YAG’s Communication
Team, is published our website and
social media handles 
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YAG E˗gageːe˗͔ i˗ E΄e˗͔̓ a˗d
De΄el˧̛ːe˗͔ Ac͔i΄i͔ie̓

YAG h˧ld̓ a ̛̥eԫW˧̥k̓h˧̛ T̥ai˗i˗g
a˗d ̛ḁ͔ici̛a͔e i˗ ͔he Af̥ica˗
Regi˧˗al F˧̥ͣː f˧̥ S͔ͣ̓ai˗able
De΄el˧̛ːe˗͔ i˗ KigaliՏ RΈa˗da

As part of YAG’s effort to have an
international reach and status, we
engaged in development activitiesՐ
These activities gave YAG reach at the
national, regional and global levelՐ

The African Regional Forum for Sustainable Development (ARFSD) is one the three
essential parts of the formal follow-up and review architecture of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable DevelopmentՐ The other two include the Voluntary National Reviews
(VNRs) and High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF)Ր These
reviews are voluntary, state-led, undertaken by both developed and developing
countries, and provide a platform for partnerships, including the participation of
major groups and other relevant stakeholders with the goal of accelerating efforts
towards the achievements of the goalsՐ Considering the enormous effort of young
people in working towards the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals
it was imperative that we engage the youth in the Voluntary National Review
Process to make it all inclusive and participatory for allՐ 
YAG in partnership with the UN Economic Commission for Africa organized a side
event at the ARFSD bringing together young leaders implementing the five selected
goals to share ideas and experiences and lessons learned as implementers of the
SDGsՐ Additionally, the event, in the form of a workshop, introduced young people
to the Voluntary National and Local Review process and how they can actively
participate in the process in their respective countriesՐ One key outcome from this
engagement is the call to develop youth-led SDGs Report, as a complementary to
the Voluntary National Reviews in their various countriesՐ

CHAPTER Ӱ

I˗͔̥˧dͣc͔i˧˗
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YAG h˧ld̓ ӭ͔h Af̥ica˗ Y˧͔ͣh SDG̓
Sͣːːi͔ i˗ Addi̓ AbabaՏ E͔hi˧̛ia

YAG ̛̓eak̓ a͔ ͔he A˗˗ͣal
C˧˗fe̥e˗ce ˧f ͔he Ge̥ːa˗ C˧ͣ˗cil f˧̥
S͔ͣ̓ai˗able De΄el˧̛ːe˗͔ i˗ Be̥li˗Տ
Ge̥ːa˗Ζ 

The African Youth SDGs Summit secretariat hosted by Youth Advocates Ghana in
collaboration with Talent Youth Association Ethiopia, the United Nations
Association of Ethiopia and the Office of the UN Residence Coordinator in Ethiopia
convened the 4th African Youth SDGs Summit at the United Nations Economic
Commission for African Conference Center in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in a hybrid
format (in-person and virtual participation) from March 9-11, 2022Ր The Summit was
attended by 250դ in-person participants and about 5000 virtual participants
consisting of young leaders, government officials, ambassadors, diplomats, student
bodies, United Nations agencies, bilateral organizationsՐ Held on the theme “Youth
Resilience in Covid-19 eraՕ pathways to accelerate actions towards achieving the
SDGs”, among the outcome statements of the Summit was the call upon national
governments and intergovernmental organizations to move beyond collaboration
between health and education sectors to work with youth-led or women-led
organizations to address SDG 3 (Health for All) and SDG 5 (Gender Equality)Ր 

The Executive Director of Youth Advocates Ghana and Convener of the African
Youth SDGs Summit, MrՐ Emmanuel Ametepey has urged young people to
collectively strengthen engagement and efforts towards the attainment of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and a sustainable future for all at the 21st
Annual Conference of the German Council for Sustainable Development (RNE)Ր



YOUTH ADVOCATES GHANA ANNUAL REPORT 2022

YAG ːake i˗̛͔ͣ̓
i˗͔˧ VNR ӪӨӪӪ a͔
S͔akeh˧lde̥
C˧˗̓ͣl͔a͔i΄e
W˧̥k̓h˧̛ i˗ Acc̥aՏ
Gha˗a

The Annual Conference of the German Council for Sustainable Development which
seeks to focus on how we can foster the potential of international cooperation and
partnerships to make progress towards globally sustainable development
pathways, access opportunities ahead of us and which priorities we should set in
order to improve and promote multilateral action and restore trust, areas we need
to deliver and enhance our respective commitments, “Our common agenda”
process on the SDGs and the perspectives of African youth on achieving the SDGsՐ
Speaking at the 21st Annual Conference of the German Council for Sustainable
Development (RNE), in Germany, MrՐ Ametepey underscored the African Youth
SDGs Summit calls for development partners, and state institutions to empower
and strengthen the youth in pushing for the development of the continentՐ

This activity was organized by National
Development Planning Commission (NDPC)
of Ghana as part of the developing the
Voluntary National Review present to
present at the High-Level Political Forum of
Sustainable Development in New York in
July 2022Ր The activity took place at the AH
Hotel in Accra on May 4, 2022Ր The activity
was characterized by opening statements 

from stakeholders from Executive
Director of NDPC , Head of UN
Country Team for SDGs, and YAG
Fellow Keziah Porepeya Nsoh, who
acknowledged the need to ensure
meaningful youth inclusion in all
decision making processes, and
recommended that the report
should include strategies that,
“Address the rising cases of
teenage pregnancy among young
people and the issue of sexual
exploitation, gender-based
violence among adolescent girls
and young womenՐ” The activity
continued with presentation on the
progress of the implementation of
the SDGs, and later continued with
a breakout session for youth-
focused stakeholder to share their
perspective on the progress and 
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achievement of the SDGs and strategies
to build back from COVID-19 and leave no
one behindՐ The outcome of the activity
of was increased participation of young
people (YAG Fellow) in policy and
decision-making spaces (Voluntary
National Review of the SDGs) and
participation as meaningful (YAG part of
the technical committee, and given an
opportunity to make statements and
inputs into the VNR report)Ր

This activity was organized by National
Development Planning Commission (NDPC)
of Ghana as part of the developing the
Voluntary National Review present to
present at the High-Level Political Forum of
Sustainable Development in New York in
July 2022Ր The activity took place at the AH
Hotel in Accra on May 4, 2022Ր The activity
was characterized by opening statements 

Youth Advocates Ghana joined other
IAA project partners at a project closing
retreat at Hill View Hotel at Teiman in
the Greater Accra Region of Ghana
from July 27-30, 2022Ր The retreat
comprised of the presentations from
partners across Ghana sharing their
success stories, opportunities and
challenges they faced during the
implementation of the projectՐ YAG,
implementing partners in Nsawam-
Adoagyri and Ga West Municipalities,
shared the success stories of increased
accountability activities of SAG in their
communities, collecting and making
data available to duty bearers for
accountability and improved
partnership with local assembliesՐ The
challenge shared 

Youth Advocates Ghana joined other
IAA project partners at a project
closing retreat at Hill View Hotel at
Teiman in the Greater Accra Region of
Ghana from July 27-30, 2022Ր The
retreat comprised of the
presentations from partners across
Ghana sharing their success stories,
opportunities and challenges they
faced during the implementation of
the projectՐ YAG, implementing
partners in Nsawam-Adoagyri and Ga
West Municipalities, shared the
success stories of increased
accountability activities of SAG in
their communities, collecting and
making data available to duty bearers
for accountability and improved
partnership with local assembliesՐ
The challenge shared 



YOUTH ADVOCATES GHANA ANNUAL REPORT 2022

YAG Pḁ͔ici̛a͔e̓ i˗ S͔akeh˧ʳde̥
C˧˗̓ͣʳ͔a͔i˧˗ W˧̥k̓h˧̛ f˧̥ ͔he Ӯ͔h
Af̥ica˗ Y˧͔ͣh SDG̓ Sͣːːi͔ i˗
Lͣ̓akaՏ Zaːbia
Youth Advocates Ghana (YAG) in partnership with Alliance for Accountability
Advocates Zambia (AAAZ) held a Stakeholders Consultative Workshop ahead of the
5th African Youth SDGs Summit (AYSDG) from MondayՏ September 12-16Տ 2023Ր
The Workshop was characterized with a number of activities that took place on the
margins of the consultation workshopՐ The Africa Youth SDGs Summit Secretariat
and its local implementing partner in ZambiaՏ AAAZ and 2nd Door paid courtesy
calls on UN in ZambiaՏ UNDP ZambiaՏ UNFPA ZambiaՏ Ministry of YouthՏ Sports &
ArtsՏ UNICEFՏ UN Economic Commission for AfricaՏ and Ministry of Finance and
National DevelopmentՐ During the consultation workshopՏ stakeholders discuss the
contentՏ modalities and structure that the 5th AYSDG SummitՐ AdditionallyՏ
stakeholders discussed the opportunities and challengesՏ taking into consideration
the socio-economic landscape of the African continentՐ One of the immediate
outcomes of the workshop was the theme and date set for the SummitՐ The theme
for the 5th African Youth SDGs Summit is ՂAttaining the SDGs through youth
innovation and financing for inclusive development in Africa ՂՏ and scheduled to be
held in August 2023Ր 
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YAG I˗΄i͔ed ͔˧ S̛eak f˧̥ Gha˗aia˗
Y˧͔ͣh a˗d Chiʳd̥e˗ a͔ VNR ӪӨӪӪ
Laͣ˗ch

YAG e˗gage̓ i˗ Bͣdge͔ A˗aʳΖ̓i̓
W˧̥k̓h˧̛ i˗ TaːaʳeՏ Gha˗a

YAG was invited to speak at the Launch of the Ghana’s Voluntary National Review
Report 2022Ր The event was organized by the National Development Planning with
President of the Republic of Ghana and United Nations Resident Coordinator for
Ghana in attendanceՐ The event was held at the Accra International Conference
Centre on August 19Տ 2022Ր YAG’s presentation called on the government to scrap
the 20ج luxury tax on menstrual products to improve school attendance and
retention for adolescent girls and young womenՐ AdditionallyՏ to ensure the SDG
Coordination and implementation in Ghana is meaningfully inclusive and
participatoryՏ YAG called on government and NDPC to institutionalize
representation of youth groups and organizations as members within the
Implementation Coordinating Committee and High-Level Ministerial Committee for
the SDGsՐ

The budget analyses and advocacy training were led by SEND Ghana under the
projectՃ CSO capacity building in sustainable domestic finance for SRH/FPՐ This is
aimed at empowering Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) with expertise and skills in
national budget analyses with special interest in budgetary components relating to
healthՏ particularly sexual and reproductive health and family planningՐ The three-
day event took place from October 17-19Տ 2022 at Modern City Hotel in TamaleՐ
The workshop was attended by 25 participantsՏ mostly young people from various
CSOs across GhanaՐ The workshop was characterized with presentations and
equipped participants with knowledge and skills on the state of sexual and
reproductive health rights and family planning practicesՕ national budget
documentation processes and timelinesՕ introduction to key budget termsՕ creating
a dataset for a national budget analysisՕ national budget calculations/appreciationՕ
budget advocacy strategiesՏ and assessing budget advocacy briefsՐ 
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YAG Pḁ͔ici̛a͔e̓ i˗ U˗i͔ed Na͔i˧˗̓
Gʳ˧baʳ S͔ͣ̓ai˗abʳe De΄eʳ˧̛ːe˗͔
Re̛˧̥͔ ӪӨӪӬ C˧˗̓ͣʳ͔a͔i˧˗ W˧̥k̓h˧̛
f˧̥ Af̥ica i˗ Liʳ˧˗gΈeՏ MaʳaΈi
YAG participated in United Nation Global Sustainable Development Report 2023
Regional Consultation WorkshopՏ which sought to explore sustainable development
challenges and opportunities in Anglophone AfricaՐ The workshop took place at the
President Walmont Hotel in Lilongwe Malawi from November 30 – DecemberՏ 2022Ր
Youth Advocates Ghana joined other 40 experts from academiaՏ the United
NationsՏ government officialsՏ civil society organizations for the workshopՐ YAG had
the opportunity to represent the Ghanaian and African youthՏ sharing insights from
the Ghana’s Youth SDGs Report 2022 and the African Youth SDGs SummitՐ
Consultations revolved around entry points including human well-being and
capabilitiesՕ energy decarbonization and universal accessՏ and global
environmental commonsՐ The discussions and outcome of this workshop serves as
inputs to the 2023 United Nations Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR)
which will inform the 2023 Sustainable Development Goals Summit (SDG Summit)Ր



YAG has increased visibility and strong
reputation to local and international
organizations delivering youth-related
advocacy making it a suitable partner in
the youth and development spaceՐ

YAG continues to expand its youth
constituents that command respect and
attention in national and international
decision-making spacesՏ and gives YAG
an urge in influencing policyՐ

Align YAG’s upcoming strategic plan with
new Ghana’s National Youth PolicyՏ which
is set to be implemented from 2022–2023Ր

Ơ̛˧̥͔ͣ˗i͔ie̓ a˗d
Chaʳʳe˗ge̓ f˧̥ ӪӨӪӪ a˗d
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Leveraged the existence of a strongՏ
dedicated and committed partnership
with development organizations and
government agenciesՐ

Leverage on increased attention to
climate change and nutritionՏ and
integrate into sexual and reproductive
health and rights programsՐ
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S The global economic shocks have

increased the dependency risk program
planning and implementing disrupting the
gains sustained over the yearsՐ

In as much as Ghana has at low- and
middle-income country (LMIC) statusՏ
there is no trickle-down effect of this
status on most adolescent and young
people in Ghana leaving them behind in
terms of benefitting from appropriate
interventionsՐ

Leveraged the existence of a strongՏ
dedicated and committed partnership
with development organizations and
government agenciesՐ

A largely unfriendly socio-cultural and
legal environment for SRHR service
delivery and advocacy in Ghana are
affecting the full realization of human
rights for adolescents and young peopleՐ

Further Strengthen the visibility through development and sharing of visibility
materials and enhanced website 

Increase the design and implementation of activities tailored to meet specific
challenges through stakeholder engagement and proposal development

Further strengthen existing partnerships and identifying and building new
partnersՐ

Strengthen capacity to effectively manage and take part in
networks/platform activities

Further design and implement projects and activities to complement
government’s efforts at dealing with challenges faced by the adolescent and
young people regarding sexual and reproductive health and rightsՐ
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